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[ say “consigliere”, you say “consigliori”, let’s just call it the boss’s right hand man, or
woman? If we go back to the days of the movie, “The Godfather”, [ musical interlude] it’s
son-in-law Tom Hagen played by Robert Duvall, who, among his other duties serving Don
Vito Corleone, acts as his gatekeeper, granting or refusing access to those who need to see
the godfather to ask for a favor, make a request, etc. How do you approach this person? A
bribe? Would he be offended? How large? Or maybe some homemade cannoli? Does he eat
sweets? People in sales need to know how to get past the gatekeeper all the time to get to
the right person to make their pitch to. But perhaps we also face this issue more often
when we need to see our primary care provider for a non-scheduled appointment. The path
is most often to go through either a receptionist or possibly then the provider’s nurse.
Don’t appear too desperate or make it too big, “Please call 911 or go to the Emergency
Room”, and don’t over-dramatize your condition because if you get that appointment and it
doesn’t seem that critical in the provider’s mind, well you get blacklisted, so to speak, and
you don’t want to get on that list because you'll never get that same-day appointment again.
But you don’t want to minimize your problem too much either because then you won’t get
in, “Oh just take some ibuprofen and drink your fluids and rest a little bit” and we’ll see you
in July”.

So perhaps all this is setting the table for the predicament of our Greeks today. It was
unusual for Greeks to come seeing this Jewish healer. It shows on a practical level how the
reputation of Jesus had spread and on a theological level how salvation and the message of
Jesus was designed to spread beyond the confines of Palestine. But these Greeks come
from a Mediterranean culture which is a system of patronage and brokerage. They know
they won'’t get access directly to the great rabbi/healer, the system doesn’t work that way,
so they need to find the right gatekeeper. Who do they pick, but one of the two members of
the apostles with a Greek name, Philip. (Quiz on the other Greek name during Coffee hour).
Their request is polite, “Sir, we would like to see Jesus”. Why do they want to see Jesus? We
don’t know - healing for themselves or a family member, some philosophical or theological
question they’ve been pondering? Did they offer Philip a bribe perhaps? Probably not
cannoli.

All interesting questions but not the most important question which is did they get
what they wanted? Did they really get to see Jesus?



So how did Philip respond? "Yeah, you and everybody else," may have been his internal
response. "Take a number and get in line."

But he utters no such negative remarks. Instead, he institutes a first-century version of a
phone tree. You know the phone tree. You call to speak with a particular person and are
given multiple phone prompts while you wait more or less patiently and never do get to
speak to the person you were hoping to speak to, the person who was the whole reason for
the call. "Please hold while I consult with Andrew," and then, "Please hold while we consult
with Jesus." It's a first-century version of "Your call is important to us. All of our operators
are currently serving other customers. You will be served by the first available operator.”
Are the Greeks getting frustrated?

And do they get a, "By all means, show them in" from Jesus? No, they get a monologue.
What is this, Stephen Colbert? More frustrated? They learn their presence is significant, like
the first kernel that pops in a batch of popcorn, “The hour has come”. And then Jesus says,
further assuming they are listening, giving them a lesson in what it means to be a follower
of Jesus. If you want to follow Jesus, understand that you must be, like him, a grain of
wheat that falls into the ground and dies in order to bear much fruit. You cannot hoard
your life making your survival your goal. You must have a higher allegiance, one born out of
belief in and following the Son of Man who is glorified and who glorifies God in his
crucifixion and resurrection.

Yes it’s time to talk about the cross. If we, like the Gentiles, want to see Jesus, the place to
look is to the cross. Yes, Jesus was and is many things: teacher, healer, companion, and
Lord, and it is essential that we experience him in all of these ways. But the center, the
heart of who he is, is revealed at the cross. The cross makes true sight possible. Meditate
on that bulletin cover a bit. So the bulletin cover has an African woodcarving of the 12th
Station, Jesus Dies on the Cross. They came to see Jesus. Did they find him?

And of course, it’s St. Patrick’s Day, and we have to bring in a wee bit of the Emerald Isle,
the Old Sod. The Celts had a very distinctive form of the cross which is called the Celtic
Cross. Also on your bulletin cover is a modern carving of one of the oldest of the great
[rish High Crosses, dating from the 7th century, this stands over 3 metres tall in
Carndonagh, Co. Donegal. At the bottom of the carving there are three pilgrims, in the
middle is Christ with the four Evangelists, and at the top there is a beautiful interlacing
pattern, which is often used in Celtic art to suggest the ineffable. “Christ be with me, Christ
be before me, Christ be behind me, Christ be within me” from St. Patrick's Prayer. The
Celts recognized that all of life is connected and that for every ending, there is a new
beginning. The grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies and bears much fruit.



Did the Greeks get what they came for? Maybe they achieved the initial purpose of their
visit—to "see" Jesus. “Seeing” having the deeper meaning of understanding, of being
enlightened. If the Greeks really listened and absorbed this monologue of Jesus, they did
indeed see and hear Jesus, and thereby, they saw what their path would be if they became
his followers. They heard a grain of wheat hitting the ground. They saw a rich harvest that
came from that grain. They heard a cross being lifted to the sky. They saw a vision of all
people drawn to that cross. They saw a light dawn on their path and beckon them onto it, to
walk in the light as children of light.

Hey, I guess they did see Jesus. Will we?



