Funeral Homily
Victory Craig Ouellette
September 7, 2024

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Wilton Maine

“The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them.
“I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.”

“They are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night within his temple; and he who
sits upon the throne will shelter them with his presence. They shall hunger no more, neither
thirst any more; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat”.

“Every one who sees the Son and believes in him should have eternal life; and I will raise him up
at the last day.”

Four different lessons - all the same message. It is the message that is the basis of our
Christian faith - that our great and merciful God will reward those who are faithful
servants with eternal life. If we truly believe that, then this becomes a true celebration
of life, a reward for a life well-lived. But perhaps in those darkest moments, those
wakings up in the middle of the night, the question arises - am I a faithful servant? Was
Craig a faithful servant?

In the first lesson from the Book of Wisdom, we heard the line “Having been
disciplined a little, they will receive great good, because God tested them and found
them worthy of himself.”

Every human life that lives past childhood is going to find its test and challenges. For
Craig through the first part of his adulthood, he was afflicted with the disease of
alcoholism. It kept him from being the fully responsible family member he was called to
be. But at one point he hit rock bottom, and God’s grace shone into his life and he
stopped, like that. After that he became a more fully loving and responsible husband
and father, and eventually a grandfather and great-grandfather.

In , Craig and Michelle found their way to the front door of St. Luke’s, and while
neither Craig or Michelle grew up in the Episcopal tradition, this was the church of
Craig’s childhood back when it was a Roman Catholic Church. And Craig and Michelle
became faithful and involved members here. And Craig’s faith grew and developed.



I know that because of his last great challenge in life which was the challenge of
leukemia. I remember the Sunday he shared his treatment option with us, I believe last
September. Not only were he and Michelle going to have to travel to Boston for weekly
treatments but he was going to have to stay in isolation throughout the year of
treatments. That was challenging but I think his faith carried him through. Michelle you
were so faithful bringing him communion from our Sunday service so regularly. Even
though he lost a lot of weight during this time, the bread of life sustained him. This past
June when it was clear that the treatments weren’t working and the cancer had
reoccurred, I got to visit Craig again. He asked me to bring him communion and to
bring the Book of Common Prayer and I hope those prayers were a comfort to him in
his final days.

Jesus said : I am the Bread of Life, he who comes to me shall not hunger and he who
believes in me shall never thirst. I declare today that Craig is done losing weight, the
Bread of Life will feed him forever. And he will never thirst again because the living
water will nourish him through eternity.

This is our faith. This we believe. Amen.



