Ecumenical Worship Service
Wilton, Maine
August 3, 2025

Scripture:  Colossians 3:1-4, 9-11

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

Reflection
Our theme this morning is “God’s Love for ALL”.  Perhaps it sounds fine, until we explore what it really means. So much like with the Parable of the Good Samaritan where the key question posed to Jesus was “Who is my neighbor?”, today we could ask St. Paul, “So who is included in all? Does it have to include people I don’t like or worse, if I am honest, and actually despise?”

These words from the Letter to the Colossians challenge all our ideas, our desires to exclude, to think ourselves better than someone else.  Paul describes a radical alternative to excluding others who aren't like us. For those who follow Jesus, "there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all". We can add our modern equivalents — no Israelis or Palestinians, no Ukrainians or Russians, no blue bloods or blue collar, no gays or straights or transgender, no MAGA Republicans or liberal Democrats. We don’t divide people up. God loves all.

           So we try not to give in to race-baiting, to gay-bashing, to ethnic slurs, or to demonizing a nation as an enemy, an "evil empire," or "axis of evil." Instead of insisting that "you are either with us or against us," the Christian says, "I am unconditionally for you, no matter who you are, where you live, or what you've done. And God is for you far more than I could ever be for you."

Paul challenges the believers at Colossae to see every person as a human being who bears "the image of its creator.  Christ "is all," writes Paul, and he is also "in all." 

           Paul was not a romantic idealist mouthing pious platitudes, nor was he blind to the actual social conditions that existed in the churches of his day. He warned the Colossians about the "anger, rage and malice" that destroys communities. He didn't imagine that gender identity was unimportant, that ethnicity shouldn't be celebrated, or that religion or your mother tongue don't matter. He didn't say that we should repudiate these important markers of human identity with a bland uniformity.

           Instead of repudiation Paul recommends renewal. Instead of letting these very real and powerful aspects of being human plunge us into violence based on what we look like, who our parents are or what we believe, Paul urges us to renew or transform them. He describes this renewal in several ways. It's like moving from death to life, like putting off our "old" self and putting on a "new" self, or like living in a "heavenly" rather than in an "earthly" way. It's nothing less than a return to or rediscovery of our basic humanity. 

Perhaps we can see these glimpses occasionally,  Seeds of Peace is a summer camp in Bath Maine that brings together young people from regions in turmoil to help them foster dialogue, leadership skills and reconciliation in a more peaceful setting.  This year 90 teens participated from Israel, Palestine, Egypt, Jordan, India, Pakistan and the United Kingdom.  Participants are viewed as seeds, fortified to forever promote peace in the world.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]One boy, Ahmed from Pakistan, summed up his learning experience this way, “Politiicans divide us but dialogue unites us. There’s so much more to the world than the box that you live in. You have to get out of your box”. And hopefully getting us out of our boxes  we see more that how we are the same matters more than how we are different. And that what unites us is that God loves ALL. No exceptions. 
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