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“Giving Notice”
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Annie Dillard,  “We live in all we seek. The hidden shows up in too-plain sight. It lives captive on the face of the obvious—the people, events, and things of the day—to which we as sophisticated children have long since become oblivious. What a hideout: holiness lies spread and borne over the surface of time and stuff like color.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Rt. Rev. Steven Charleston: Sometimes, in this troubled world of ours, we forget that love is all around us. We imagine the worst of other people and withdraw into our own shells. But try this simple test: Stand still in any crowded place and watch the people around you. Within a very short time, you will begin to see love, and you will see it over and over and over.
Do those words sound familiar? They were in  my sermon five weeks ago called “Do Not Doubt What You See”.  And we explored this theme further when we watched a video by National Geographic photographer DeWitt Jones who told us: 
Perception controls our reality and if we don’t believe it, we won’t see it.
How open to possibility does our vision allow us to be? Open, really open. Even when we think we know what the answer will be.
At first glance, this gospel tells a straightfoward story, hey if you spent much time in Sunday School, bible study or just going to church you know the story of Zacchaeus, the wee little man.  You could call it Gospel lite.  A children's story that's cute and funny, but irrelevant to adult life. Cute little schmuck, Danny DeVito  in a tunic, rotten guy though, was cheating people bad, but the kind of guy Jesus really forgives, and calls out of the tree and stays at his house, nice guy that Jesus, really great guy and maybe Zacchaeus really changes his ways but what does that have to do with me, I don’t look like Danny DeVito and I’m not a tax collector, so yawn, bring on the Creed and let’s get on with things.
Or let’s not get on with things, because this is a story about seeing and maybe we didn’t really see what was going on here because we already knew what the story was about.
1. Start with Zacchaeus, “he was trying to see Jesus”.  A good start but we don’t know why do we?  Did he know this would be the most important day of his life, his conversion moment, or did he just hear that this famous healer was in his town and having nothing better to do at the moment decided to see what all the buzz was about?
2. Either way Zacchaeus had a problem.  There was already a big crowd and he was short. Nobody in the crowd was going to help Zacchaeus because they hated him (more on that later).  So Zacchaeus runs, did you ever see Danny DeVito run? Not a pretty sight, no Usain Bolt, which tells us that by now this is getting important to him.
3. So tax collectors are clever, climb a tree Zacchaeus, there’s one over there. A sycamore tree.  Did he pick it specifically or was it just handy?  A sycamore is a tree that is not grand in stature either and doesn’t often get noticed. But the sycamore was a sacred tree in Egypt, where its flourishing near the riverbank stood in contrast to the stark and empty desert. Because it is a sycamore tree that Zacchaeus climbs, ancient readers might have understood that questions of value, generosity, flourishing, and abundance are at stake.
4. Now we get to the real nub. Jesus passes by and sees Zacchaeus. How did he notice him? There was a lot of people in a crowd. Zachaeus was up in a tree, maybe obscured by leaves.  How did Jesus know his name?  Why did he pick him out of all the people there? And not just to talk to but to invite himself over to his house?  Because over the course of time, his time meditating in the Nazareth carpenter shop making tables and chairs, his 40 days in the desert, Jesus has learned to see and he sees the person who needs him the most.  
5. And what does Zacchaeus see? Not only someone who doesn’t hate him but welcomes him, not only welcomes him but wants to stay at his house.  Does Zacchaeus worry that there are still dirty dishes in the sink and the floor isn’t swept? No, in how Jesus looks at him and talks to him he feels acceptance and love like he has never felt before.
6. But what does the crowd see?  The crowd grumbles. And they had every right to. People were starving, not because they couldn’t grow enough to sustain themselves, but because Rome was taking so much of the land’s abundance for itself that there was not enough for the people to live on.  And they only succeeded through the cooperation of local tax collectors like Zacchaeus who gouged the people for everything they could get out of them and got rich themselves.  Boo tax collectors!! Boo Zacchaeus! Boo Jesus?  He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner!!
7. We get to the final dramatic moment: Jesus, Zacchaeus, the crowd. Cut the tension with a knife. One way to “see” the story is the traditional interpretation.  Jesus welcome of sinners and tax collectors epitomizes his mission to the lost.  Zacchaeus is a sinner who repents and is converted on the spot. He promises future reparations. He'll make a new start. Not a bad little story but maybe we could see below the surface.  
8. Another way of seeing the story is related to the tense of the verbs. What if we read Zacchaeus’ statement as “Lord, I have always given half of my wealth to the poor, and whenever I discover any fraud or discrepancy I always make a fourfold restitution”.  The crowd had demonized Zacchaeus as a tax cheat. Jesus praises him as "a son of Abraham."  This fits with the many times that Jesus calls out good people who are bad and commends bad people who are good.  Luke has already mentioned several unlikely heroes of faith — a Roman soldier, a "good" Samaritan, a shrewd manager who was commended for his dishonesty, a Samaritan leper who was the only person to give thanks for his healing, and yet another tax collector who was commended as more righteous than a sanctimonious Pharisee. So, maybe the story is not about a sinner who shocks us by repenting, but about the crowd that demonizes a person it doesn't like with all sorts of false assumptions.  Elizabeth Kaeton notes several ironies here. The despicable Zacchaeus is the generous one. The traditional interpretation that Zacchaeus is a sinner who's converted "tricks us into committing the very sin that the story condemns. It presents Zacchaeus not as a righteous and generous man who is wrongly scorned by his prejudiced neighbors, but as the story of a penitent sinner." "Turns out," says Kaeton, that "Zacchaeus does live up to his name. He is, in fact, 'the righteous one.' Turns out, Jesus knew that all along!" 
9. Giving a nod to Halloween: "Jesus is once again turning our world upside down, confronting us with our assumptions about who is good and who is evil and demonstrating for us the tricks we play in our minds before we treat one another — one way or another. Like the crowd murmuring about Zacchaeus, it is easy to be blinded by our prejudice of 'those people' and find ourselves accusing the very person or people we should be emulating."
The term “giving notice” is used today when we are quitting a job or stopping our lease on a rental.  Our lesson for the morning is for all of us to give more notice.  To stop any snap judgments, any labeling, any immediate assessment of a person without walking more in their moccasins, to notice less the glitz and flash of this world and notice more the hidden beauties, whether in nature or people, as well as those who suffer behind the scenes.  
What a hideout: holiness lies spread and borne over the surface of time and stuff like color.”


