Sermon, November 15, 2025
 “How About a Stewardship Sandwich?”
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
St. Luke’s Church, Wilton, Maine

Since it’s church in the afternoon, how about a sandwich?  Hope you didn’t miss lunch and I’m making you hungry. So how about a stewardship sandwich?  Oooh, less appealing? Can stewardship taste good? What if we start with a few jokes? About stewardship? What could be funny about stewardship?
After a particularly strong sermon on tithing, Pastor Johnson was surprised to see Henry Lund, an old bachelor farmer, waiting for him after worship.
“Pastor,” said Henry, “I know I’ve not given as much to God as I should have, but I’ve decided to tithe this year.”
“God be praised” said Pastor Johnson. “May I ask what changed your heart, Henry?”
“Well, your sermon got me to thinking that with the price of everything rising so much, I’d better commit to 10% before God raises the cost to 15%.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]And then there’s the frugal Lutheran who walked into the house panting and almost completely exhausted. “What happened, honey?” inquired his wife. “It’s a great new idea I have to be a better steward of our resources,” he gasped. “I ran all the way home from the stewardship committee meeting behind the bus and saved $1.50. “That wasn’t very bright,” replied his flustered wife. “Why didn’t you run behind a taxi and save $10?”
On to the triple layer inside of our sandwich – a look at our lessons.
We’ve been hearing from the Old Testament prophets in our first lessons since July and today we finally come to an end. We come to someone labeled by biblical scholars as Trito-Isaiah, Isaiah the III, author of the last eleven chapters of the Book of Isaiah, who prophesied this beautiful vision we read today: all children will live to a ripe old age; they will own their own homes and grow their own food and have plenty to eat and all of their children’s children will be blessed in the same way and everything will be so great that even animals who prey on each other will live in peace. Can you hear the violins? What more was there to say? Well, nothing, so they didn’t.  Prophecy stopped. The real picture was that Trito-Isaiah was trying to inspire the Jews to finish rebuilding the temple that had been destroyed by the Babylonians . They did. It wasn’t all they made it out to be.  The Kingdom was never that grand again. The Jewish people put all their faith on the Messiah to come. But they forgot about Isaiah’s words and stopped dreaming. So we come to Stewardship Lesson 1: stewardship is about dreams whether big or small and we can’t stop dreaming them. Maybe you, like the Jews of 500 BCE wish for a temple or a church of a previous age, one with more people, younger people, more activities.  I’m not here to tell you that will happen if we dream it but I will tell you we have to dream.  We still need to imagine a church of the future even if it isn’t like the church of the past. And notice one more thing about Isaiah’s vision today. It's a community vision, the people together will prosper, not just the richest and smartest.  Together we need to keep hope in God’s promises for us.
Next layer of the sandwich, let’s jump ahead to Thessalonica.  The early Christians there felt that Trito-Isaiah’s visions had come true.  Jesus of Nazareth, now the Christ, was the promised Messiah and would come again soon, very soon. Life as they knew it had essentially ended, they were saved – it was a little like winning Megabucks – no need to work – no need to do anything –  it’s a little like if you knew the world would end tomorrow afternoon would you rake your leaves or clean your bathtub in the morning? Paul offers quite a corrective “do not be weary in doing what is right”, live life for the long haul, keep working –stay the path.  In Paul’s understanding of what it means to be a church community, every person has been called by God for a communal purpose. It is the purpose of all to be a servant of each, according to the gifts the Holy Spirit has given us. Paul’s picture of community is one of maximum dependency, where no one is self-sufficient but all depend on others doing good. So here stewardship, taking care of the church community, means applying ourselves, giving some effort, as we each are able.
 A final layer before we get back to the bread. Our gospel ends with a word which in English is translated as “endurance” but in Greek is hypomene which means patient endurance. “By your patient endurance you will gain your souls”.  Stay the course; do the right thing. Paul said it well at the end of his epistle as “do not be weary in doing what is right”.  Our dreams for a church community as we want may not come fast; not as many people as we want may apply their shoe leather to every church endeavor but we still have to apply ours. 
So we ask you to prayerfully consider your stewardship to St. Luke’s in the next three weeks.  A few questions to meditate on? Do we have a vision of hope for the future, the beautiful picture painted by Trito-Isaiah? Or is that channel really hard to find right now? Do we believe there is still prophecy? Do we believe God still speaks?  Where do we get our good news? How do we feed our souls? How do we keep hope alive?  If St. Luke’s is one place that does that we ask that you join us in our dreams, join us in our work and join us in patient endurance. Amen. 


